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	Great Dawley Town Council
Town Hall
New Street
Dawley
TELFORD
TF4 3JR

Tel: (01952) 567 910
e-mail: clerk@greatdawley.com 



Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of
Great Dawley Town Council held on
10th October 2022 at 18:00 
at Dawley Town Hall


PRESENT:  Councillors: Aston, Blasczyk, Carter, Davies, Heighway, Hunt, Parker, Preece & Sahota 

Apologies: Councillors:  Cooke, Lill, Mehta, Parnaby, Turley

Staff: S Eccleston (Clerk) S Houlston (Deputy Clerk) K Parry (Technical & Communications Officer)

There was 1 member of the public present.


A quorum was present when decisions were made.
	
	Chair’s Welcome

The Vice Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting. 


	OCM22/ 013
	Apologies for Absence and Reasons

Cllr Cooke – work commitments
Councillor Lill – work commitments
Cllr Mehta – work commitments
Cllr Parnaby– work commitments
Cllr Turley– work commitments

Proposed by Councillor Heighway, Seconded by Councillor Blasczyk
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors
RESOLVED that the Council accept the apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors:



	
	Code of Conduct
  Disclosable Pecuniary and other Interests.
Councillors were reminded that they should declare any pecuniary interest in matters to be discussed at the meeting, which is not included in the register of interests.


	
	Public Session
The Chair opened the public session at 6:05pm, there was 1 member of the public present at the meeting.

Member of the public attended to express concerns regarding the number of empty premises currently on Dawley High Street & the concentration of certain services such as take away food & hairdressers. The member of the public did thank Great Dawley Town Council and recognised all the work that is done and also noted that this was a national issue. The member of the public also noted the decline in pubs and market stalls over the last few years and requested a High Street survey is conducted involving businesses & residents.
Councillor Davies thanked the member of the public for their attendance and reiterated that this was a national issue, Councillor Davies highlighted the nigh time economy including the Chasni restaurant and Dawley Town Hall as a success that bring people into the town. Councillor Davies also acknowledged the hard work of both the Borough Council and the Town Council surrounding the High Street and stated an announcement on the old Co-Op premises is imminent.

Councillor Hunt wished to re-endorse the view of the member of the public of the concern regarding the empty premises on the High St & the concentration of services.

Councillor Davies explained there are 2 main obstacles, first being that businesses will go wherever they make money and secondly that the Councils (Telford & Wrekin Council and Great Dawley Town Council) only own 2 buildings on the High Street so have no control of the usage of other premises. Councillor Davies also assured the member of the public that support is being given to Dawley Supplies following the demolition notice on their current premises.

The Clerk also noted that Telford & Wrekin Council and Great Dawley Town Council have been working closely on projects on the High Street and are due to undertake a consultation exercise in the new year.  

Councillor Parker thanked the member of the public for attending the meeting and raising their concerns.

The member of the public left the meeting at 6.15 pm


	
	Borough Councillors

All 3 Councillors have been working with Telford & Wrekin Council with regards to the Post Office and attracting a new national retailer to the High Street.
Councillor Sahota gave a verbal update to Council regarding his recent ward walks. 
Councillor Preece has been conducting ward walks and noticed an increase in the amount of abandoned shopping trolleys.
Councillor Davies noted an increase in the amount of enquiries he is receiving for support on debt advice and tenancy advice following the cost of living crisis.


	OCM22/
014
	Minutes

The committee received and agreed the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Minutes from OCM 13th June 2022 


Proposed Councillor Sahota, Seconded by Councillor Heighway
Unanimously agreed by all other Councillors. 
RESOLVED that the Council agree to authorise the Minutes from OCM 13th June 2022


	OCM22/
015
	Grants

(a) Voluntary Organisations

Save The Elephant & Castle requested £250 to pay for a valuation of the building. 

Councillor Heighway asked if we could have further information as he has been informed that the valuation has already been conducted.
Councillor Hunt has noticed that the bank is in the name of Cinderloo1821 and asked for further clarity.

Proposed Councillor Heighway, Seconded by Councillor Parker
Agreed by all other Councillors. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk requests further information from Save The Elephant & Castle group.

Telford Patients 1st requested £250 for room hire.

Proposed Councillor Parker, Seconded by Councillor Preece
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors
RESOLVED that the Council agree to award £250 to Telford Patients 1st

Dawley Christian Centre requested £2,500 for support with the food bank.

Proposed Councillor Aston, Seconded by Councillor Parker
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors
RESOLVED that the Council agree to award £2,500 to Dawley Christian Centre for food to be distributed at the food bank.

Morton Court Residents Fund requested £250 for a Christmas party.
Vicarage Grove Residents Fund requested £250 for a Christmas party.
George Chetwood Court Residents Fund requested £250 for a Christmas party.


Proposed Councillor Heighway, Seconded by Councillor Aston
Agreed by all other Councillors. 
RESOLVED that the Council agree to award £250 to Morton Court, Vicarage Grove & George Chetwood Court for Christmas Parties.

The Clerk informed Council 2 other grant applications had been received after the agenda was distributed.

Telford Visually Impaired Group applied for £250

Proposed Councillor Aston, Seconded by Councillor Carter
Agreed by all other Councillors. 
RESOLVED that the Council agree to award £250 to Telford Visually Impaired Group

Dawley Town FC Ladies Team applied for £250 for new kit
Councillor Preece declared interest and left the room

Proposed Councillor Parker, Seconded by Councillor Carter
Agreed by all other Councillors. 
RESOLVED that the Council agree to award £250 to Dawley Town FC Ladies Team



	OCM22/
016
	Finance
· The Committee is to receive and authorise list of expenditure for July & August
· The Council is to receive and authorise AdvantEdge Finance Report for August
· Reconciled Bank Statement July & August

Proposed Councillor Heighway, Seconded by Councillor Hunt
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors
RESOLVED that the Council authorise the finance reports.


	OCM22/
017
	Finance- External Audit

Clerk deliver report on External audit for year ending 31st March 2022

Proposed Councillor Blasczyk, Seconded by Councillor Heighway
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors
RESOLVED Council acknowledge receipt of the completed external audit


	OCM22/
018
	Finance Internal Audit Provision

Report delivered by the Clerk

Proposed Councillor Heighway, Seconded by Councillor Hunt
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors	
RESOLVED that the Council approve DM Payroll to be the internal auditor for the next 3 years.


	

	NALC Star Awards
Clerk reminds all Councillors that it is the NALC awards this Thursday 13th October, Great Dawley Town Council have 2 Councillors nominated for awards.


	OCM22/
019
	Procurement- mobile phones

The Technical & Communications Officer delivered report detailing options for new mobile phones due to old handsets not being fit for purpose anymore.

Proposed Councillor Preece, Seconded by Councillor Heighway
Unanimously agreed by all Councillors	
RESOLVED that the Council approve the recommended option of 2 year contract with Vodafone keeping the same mobile numbers to ensure no disruption to service delivery.


	
	Clerks Report

Update received by the Clerk regarding activities for July and August.

Councillors wanted to thank staff on the delivery of a wonderful and nostalgic event for the Jubilee and the success of the Inclusive Disco.


	
	Exclusion of Press and Public
To resolve: That under Section 100(A) Local Government Act 1972, the press and public to be excluded from the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Acts.


	
	Date of Next Meeting

Executive Meeting – Monday 13th November 2022
Full Council- Monday 9th January 2023




The meeting ended at 7.10 pm
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5

image1.jpeg




